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Van mounted lifts are a particularly strong 
product sector in the UK, possibly due to the

weather? We take a look at the latest 
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Despite the hammering taken by the new crane
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sector, as well as the growing number of ‘big
lift’ alternatives. We take a look at this sector
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are now just too big for the market?
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Operator licenses? 
This summer, the USA Department of
Labor /OSHA published its new crane
rule. While backed by law, it is 
essentially a best-practice guide to
working with cranes in construction.
Looking at it from a European 

standpoint, there is little in the rule that would not be considered
sensible basic practice and it looks well thought out, practical 
and considered.

The most contentious issue however is the third-party certification
of crane operators - and this in a country where, even now, some
sites allow almost anyone to operate a crane and, as a result, has
more than its fair share of accidents. 

The rule states that within four years all operators should not only
have been fully trained, but also tested and certified by an approved
body. While the government says that the new rule will save 22
lives and $55 million in associated costs, many contractors and
crane companies don’t agree and feel that their costs will spiral,
resulting in the poaching of trained crane operators, possibly leading
to some further consolidation of the industry as smaller companies
decide it is all too much. 

Operator training is an area that Europe, with all its standards and
directives, fails to address head on. Some countries require 
operators to be licensed, others simply say they should be trained.
A German crane operator, for example, who comes to the UK to
carry out a lift on a Major Contractor site will have a problem, in that
any training, licence or experience he has will not be recognised.
The site will insist on a CPCS card which is not something that can
be obtained quickly. So, no single European market exists for crane
operators. Oddly, thanks to IPAF, an aerial lift operator with a PAL
card fares a lot better, finding that his card is increasingly accepted
on sites throughout Europe and even further afield. 

Surely this is an area that the crane industry itself needs to address?
It is too late for a national industry association to take it up on its
own, but perhaps the subject for the European crane association,
ESTA, to get its teeth into, if only to set common minimum 
standards and groupings for crane operator training that local 
industry associations could apply?

Mark Darwin
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