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Benefits that improve your business

Manitowoc offers you superior cranes with capacities
ranging from73 tto 2300t
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trusted leader in lifting, with cranes at the center of ' i\

construction sites around the world. Designed to b i\
make your job easier, our innovations have become \

industry standards. Manitowoc cranes are durable,

adaptable and available with a wide range of lifting :

capacities and crane attachments — providing greater ; f
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Aexibility and efhiciency on the job site.
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* Get to work faster — FACT rechnology enables quicker,

easier and safer assembly to get your crane lifting and

earning sooner

* Build your bottom line — Manitowoc Crane Care
contributes to more uptime, better reliability and lower cost
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of ownership

* Increase your work opportunities — Qur complete lifting
systems include MAX-ER attachments, luffing jibs and

specialized wind artachments

Contact your dealer or visit www.manitowoc.com
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The new 8ft/2.5m platform
height Pop-Up Push 8 in a
classic low level access
application.
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In the next C&A

In the next Cranes & Access issue we have
the main Conexpo preview and features on
self propelled boom lifts, batteries and

All Terrain cranes.
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'Wear a full body harness with a short

lanyard in boom type platforms

platforms

®
I P A F t r al n e IPAF Approved Training Centres
train more than 80000 operators
per year worldwide in the safe

o pe ra t o rs and productive use of modern

platforms - its PAL Card is
recognised everywhere as proof of

high quality training.

International safety legislation
increasingly demands proper

. ini e1 ], -
E eCt Ive training and your business relies
on the productivity of your

operators. So insist on 1PAF

‘n'o ®
rk at h e l g h t training for operators to get every

job at height done effectively and
in complete safety.
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A new year a new
resolution?
Happy New Year!

Did you make a new year’s resolution?
Have you broken it already?

It is easy to have good intentions at the beginning of a New Year -
but how often do we slip back into our familiar ‘bad’ habits. This
issue includes our annual rental rate survey and if respondents are
to be believed, rates last year in some sectors - telehandlers in
particular - showed reasonable signs of improvement. Some might
say that's not difficult given the ridiculous levels to which they had
plunged.

But does this rate rise indicate that the industry has a matured
and learnt the lessons from the numerous boom and bust years or
more particularly the economic melt-down of two years ago?
Probably not.

It is more likely that companies cannot absorb any more increases
in overhead costs — fuel, heating/lighting, tax, wages etc etc etc -
and have literally been forced to increase their rates.

The telehandler rates may well rise again this year but they are still
below the highs of three or four years ago. In times of over-capacity
this may well be acceptable, however during the last few years a
large number of telehandlers have been sold overseas so there are
certain types and sizes of machines that are now in short supply.
But do the rates reflect this? The crane rates certainly do not, by
rights crane rental companies should sell their equipment and put
their money into something else - perhaps a fleet of taxis? They
would certainly get better rates on a much lower investment!

As David Shipman of AFI-Uplift said during the IPAF Summit last
year, low rental rates and poor returns put huge pressure on the
provision of proper equipment maintenance and inspection, not to
mention hand-overs for non-operated equipment. It's a vicious
circle that affects the image and safety of the industry.

If the rental industry could only break the habit of a lifetime and
focus on offering well-maintained equipment with top notch support
at a commercially realistic price, construction sites would be safer
and more efficient workplaces. This would of course also require
contractors to change their habits of wasting an inordinate amount
of management time trying to squeeze an extra penny out of the
rental cost, risking safety and massive knock-on costs when the
corner cutting goes wrong.

If only we could all start the new decade by keeping our resolutions
and taking a fresh approach it would make for a truly happy and
prosperous New Year!

Mark Darwin

Please mail, email or fax any comments you may have, to the editor,
stating if we may publish them or not.
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