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In the next issue of Cranes & Access out late November we have 
features on loader cranes, mastclimbers and hoists and a review of
the first Lift and Access Showcase & Symposium – an American
Vertikal Days.
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With numerous associations including IPAF,
ALLMI and the CPA launching campaigns to

raise awareness of ground conditions, our 
annual feature continues to bang the drum

about using outrigger mats/tracking to spread
point loads to prevent tipping and sinking. 

Be warned - not using 
outrigger mats can 

seriously damage you and
your equipment’s health!
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The fifth Europlatform conference held in
Maastricht on the eve of Apex obviously hoped

to encourage show-goers to arrive early and
attend. Unfortunately few did - a surprise given
the strong line-up of speakers and topics. Mark

Darwin reviews the proceedings.
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This year’s CPA Crane Interest Group meeting in
the UK was well attended - perhaps 

anticipating a lively discussion around the 
agenda topics. In reality it was ‘business as

usual’ with most speakers re-capping on current
issues although there was one area - HSE cost

recovery - that did raise a few hackles....
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Make them stop....
While the cost and inconvenience of

having your car inspected and tested
each year can be an irritant, at least
you know that it has been certified as
being in roadworthy condition. And you
can take some comfort knowing that

every other vehicle on the road has to satisfy the same stringent
safety tests. So when you next have to brake rapidly to avoid an
accident you can safely assume that the large HGV behind you will
be able to do the same. 

Well you would be right most of the time. HGVs have to undergo
even more stringent and regular tests than cars, however in the UK
and several other western countries, mobile cranes do not. And with
an increasing number of them weighing in at between 80 and 100
tonnes, that is an awful lot of deadweight to stop. 

In recent months there have been a number of serious instances
around the world of cranes ‘running away’ or not stopping as they
should, several resulting in fatalities. 

The CPA - the association that represents UK crane rental 
companies - is usually a stickler for safety and more than keen to
promote good practice. So it is odd to find them lobbying against
annual crane roadworthiness tests - an MOT as its known - even
though almost every UK crane operator we have spoken to is in
favour. True, testing larger capacity cranes could be a problem -
there are only a few test centres capable of physically 
accommodating them – and ‘apparently’ smaller test centres run 
the risk of their inspection pits collapsing under their weight?

Perhaps it is more surprising that VOSA - the Vehicle and Operator
Services Agency - has not pushed (or been pushed by other 
government departments) to implement this basic safety check for
‘all’ road going vehicles - cranes included. After all we seem to be
under ‘Big Brother’s watchful eye every time we venture out on the
road these days.

To many - this is a no-brainer. The age and poor condition of some
cranes means that they should not be allowed on the public 
highway. This may also be one of the more simple ways to remove
substandard equipment from the market and improve safety in one
fell swoop. 

We are not usually in favour of increased regulation and paperwork -
but in this case we most certainly are. 

Mark Darwin

Please mail, email or fax any comments you may have, to the editor, 
stating if we may publish them or not.
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