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Do you receive a hard copy?
Would you prefer to receive your own personal copy of the printed version of Cranes & Access?
Then register on-line now for your personal subscription. Cranes & Access: The Lifting Professional's
magazine.  www.Vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php

Download complete issues
Laptop users: Download complete issues of Cranes & Access or 
Kran & Bühne to read when you have the time. Using the latest version 
of Adobe Acrobat you can search for specific words or names in the 
issue or even have your PC read the articles out loud to you while 
winging your way across the Atlantic (or wiling away the hours on 
the Motorway!).Cranes & Access: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php
Kran & Bühne: www.Vertikal.net/en/journal.php

Do you read German?
Do you need to keep up to date with what's happening in the German, Austrian
and Swiss lifting industries? Then our sister magazine, Kran & Bühne, is the
magazine for you. Subscribe now to Germany's leading publication for the crane 
and access industries and keep up to date with the latest news (published in German).
www.Vertikal.net/de/journal_subscription.php

Have you registered for email alerts?
When major news breaks in the lifting world, be the first to hear about it ..Free!  
News bulletins by e-mail straight to your mailbox. Register for News Alerts to 
get major head line news as it happens. www.Vertikal.net/en/newsletter.php

Use our on line access and lifting directory
Have you tried our on line Access and lifting directory? Direct links take you to 
supplier’s web sites with one click of the mouse, with 29 product categories and 
hundreds of the best suppliers, this is a very convenient source guide as well as 
an easy way to find a lifting company’s web site.
English guide: http://www.vertikal.net/en/links.php
German guide: http://www.vertikal.net/de/links.php

Central European rental companies
The world's largest on-line listing of mainland European crane and access 
rental companies is available to you now. Just click the link below to go to 
Vertikal.net/Vermieter where the bi-lingual site will guide you to hire companies 
throughout Europe. www.Vertikal.net/Vermieter

http://www.vertikal.net/en/journal.php
http://www.vertikal.net/de/journal_subscription.php
http://www.vertikal.net/en/newsletter.php
http://www.vertikal.net/en/links.php
http://www.vertikal.net/Vermieter
http://www.vertikal.net/en/journal.php
http://www.vertikal.net/de/journal.php
http://www.vertikal.net/en/
http://www.vertikal.net/en/journal.php
http://www.vertikal.net/de/journal.php
http://www.vertikal.net/de/journal.php
http://www.vertikal.net/de/links.php
http://www.vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php




3

On the 
cover:
A Valla TX35 rubber tracked, 
pick and carry crawler crane,
proves to be ideal for refinery
maintenance tasks, such 
as replacing pumps and 
turbine fans.

c&a
contents

SUBSCRIPTIONS: Cranes & Access is published eight times a year
and is available on payment of an annual subscription of £40.00. 
If you wish to subscribe, please send a crossed cheque made
payable to The Vertikal Press Ltd to: Subscriptions, The Vertikal
Press, PO Box 6998, Brackley, Northants NN13 5WY. Address
changes should also be sent to this address. Please include the
address label from a recent issue with all correspondence and allow 3
months for changes to be effective.

SUBSCRIBE ONLINE AT: 
www.vertikal.net/en/journal_subscription.php
BULK DISCOUNTS: These are available to companies wishing to
take out multiple subscriptions. Please contact the subscriptions
manager for more details. 
Tel: +44 (0)8707 740436 Fax:+44 (0)1295 768223
E-mail: info@vertikal.net
Kran & Bühne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a German 
magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access,
but is written for German users and buyers. Details available 
on request. 
While every effort is made to ensure the accuracy of information
published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept
no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in
articles are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect
those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes &
Access is protected under international copyright law and may not
be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.
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Top 20 yes it is our annual top 20 UK/Ireland crane, access
and telehandler rental companies. Entry forms will be emailed
and faxed out in late July. Alternative and heavy lifting and
truck and van mounts, plus the 2006 Vertikal Check, this
years 15/16m spider lifts.

Comment 5
News 6
Quigley becomes 

Quigley, UpRight to move 
production to the UK,Liebherr 

starts telehandler production, John 
Deere quits telehandler market, Fork Rent enters
access market, Platform company place £30

million order with Genie, Terex discloses spec
on AC100-4 how does it stack up?, Liebherr

to launch new 130 tonne five axle AT, Vanson
launches trapezoidal topless tower crane,

new mini cranes from Imai, Leith Docks fined
£200,000, Allan Access introduces a 20

metre boom on a Ford Transit.

Lorry Loaders 16
Mark Darwin finds out more about 

Travis Perkins and how it manages its fleet 
of over 1,000 cranes. Plus a roundup 

of what’s new on the market.

Lighter, Smaller,
Cheaper 23

We look at the market for the smallest self
propelled lifts, designed for work in the most

compact areas and to travel in the smallest
elevators. With mast type lift mechanisms

which is best, aluminium or steel?. 

Its Plant Shutdown
time 28
Our annual review 

of access and lifting 
products and methods for 
the annual manufacturing 

plant shutdown period. We include job reports
on some challenging machinery removals and
installations in restricted headroom situations. 

The 2006 C&A
UK/Ireland dealer

and source guide 35
Our eight page pull out dealer guide provides
a comprehensive listing of suppliers of all
types of access and lifting equipment.

Face to Face 43
Pam Penny visits Bob

Francis crane hire and talks
to Bob and Mark Francis

about the company’s new
Manitowoc 8500E.

SED 45
This year the UK’s big equipment show, SED,
opened the doors to its 40th show at a new

location in Corby, We present some of the
highlights in our three page review.

Peter Oram  
1937 – 2006 52

Access for 
Forestry work 56

Mark Darwin talks to tree surgeons and
learns how the increasing use of powered

access is making the work faster and safer,
but also how a lack of guidance is causing

accidents with the equipment.

For the Record 63
How Bovis Lend Lease helped 

improve tower crane safety in the UK
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Zealots are not helping
Few in the lifting world would disagree with
the notion that safety is far and away the
most important aspect of what we do. 
Yet there are still way too many accidents
that could be prevented and at the recent
crane safety conference Bryan Cronie of

Mammoet said: “Contractors are only interested in the cheapest price” and
that “competitive tendering for work is the base of the evil”.

Cranes & Access takes serious issue with this statement. No one wants an
unsafe site because no contractor can afford the price of an accident. No matter
how much is saved on a heavy lift contract or on the hire rates paid for equipment,
it pales into utter insignificance compared with the cost of an accident.

We believe that elements within the safety industry are now guilty of slowing
up improvements in site safety in the western world. There are many passionate
and effective people involved in safety; and make no mistake about it, it is a
big business these days. However, it seems that among them are a good
number of misguided zealots who are influential way beyond their number.

Instead of encouraging the wider adoption of safe practices and working with
contractors, rental companies and equipment manufacturers in a positive and
practical way, the zealots seem driven by a mission to write new rules and
catch people out. Rather like the policeman who hides in the bushes to catch
a speeding car rather than making the road a safer place by slowing traffic 
at black spots. 

Some examples? 

• Excessive paperwork: Cronie referred to two identical lifts, one in Canada
with a 12-page method statement, while the one in the UK was 
151 pages long. One was written for the zealots and rear-end cover, 
while the other, simpler one, was there to help ensure a safe lift. 

• Impractical lengths for basic operator courses, five or six days, when two or
three might be more than sufficient, so fewer people receive proper training. 

• Slavish adoption of high-visibility “safety” measures such as fluorescent
jackets and helmets, which can distract from higher risk issues. 

• Misguided regulators who consume valuable committee time to push 
non-issues such as drop bar gates on aerial lifts, rather than tackling real
issues such as harness wearing on boom lifts or removing overload 
devices on scissor lifts. 

The zealots not only fail to make the world a safer place, but they can bring
safety rules into disrepute and create an unholy alliance of employees and
employers against safety officers.

This is a subject way too big for this comment page, we will be covering 
this in more detail in future issues, please send us your views to 
“Stop the Zealots” c/o lws@vertikal.net 

Leigh W Sparrow

The Vertikal Press
PO box 6998 Brackley NN13 5WY. UK

Tel: +44(0)8707 740436  Fax: +44(0)1295 768223
email: info@vertikal.net
web: www.vertikal.net

In Germany:

Vertikal Verlag
Sundgaualle 15, D-79114, 

Freiburg, Germany
Tel: 0761 8978660  Fax: 0761 8866814

email: info.vertikal@t-online.de
web: www.vertikal.net

Germany, Scandinavia, 
Austria and Switzerland

Karlheinz Kopp, Vertikal Verlag,
Sundgaualle 15,D-79114, Freiburg, Germany

Tel: +49 (0)761 89786615  
Fax:+49 (0)761 8866814

email: khk@vertikal.net

Italy
Fabio Potestà, Mediapoint, 

Corte Lambruschini,
Corso Buenos Aires 8, V Piano-Interno 7,

I-16129 Genova, Italy
Tel: 010 570 4948  Fax: 010 553 0088

email: mediapointsrl.it

The Netherlands
Hans Aarse

39 Seringenstraat, 3295 RN, 
S-Gravendeel, The Netherlands

Tel:+31-78 673 4007 Mobile:+31(0) 630421042
email: jfwaarse@planet.nl

UK and all other areas 
Pam Penny

PO box 6998 Brackley NN13 5WY. UK
Tel: +44(0)8707 740436  

email: pp@vertikal.net
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