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... New Jekko mini cran .12m ATN mast boom... New CEO for Terex ....
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Skyjack product has always been designed to be easy to service and maintain. Today,
our reputation built on Scissor Lifts, is recognized in the Skyjack range of Boom Lifts.

From the high capacity capability of the SJ86 T to the innovative 54463 A boom,
inspection times-of 10 years and with a range of unigue features, Skyjack beoms

offer the rental industry’s best life eycle value through low cost of ownership, ease of
service and maintenance and impressive residual value,

www.skyjack.cam
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Riga Mainz preparing to lift the ‘Zero-G’
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In spite of the growing
awareness there appears
to be more overturning
incidents due to poor

Heavy lift

Death toll in Mecca crane overturn exceeds 110,
Secondary guarding for scissors, New Jekko mini
crane, Paylor joins Ahern, New Spierings mobile
tower crane unveiled, Nationwide launches [
Intelligent guarding, All-new Skyjack telehandler,
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Versalift launches big insulated platform, ATN outrigger set up than ever. For more than a
12m mast boom, Crawler booms from Omega, decade, Cranes & Access has highlighted this
‘?’:--— e Fifth Terex Superlift 3800 issue and the need to use outrigger mats/pads
; for Steil, New Manitou which would almost eliminate the problem.
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mounts for BMS, Mammoet and
Sankyu JV, Dinolift confirms UK dealer, Regional shows this month included Platformers’

Major investment for City Lift. ~ Days in Hohenroda, Germany. We bring you the
highlights from the show.

Since we looked at the heavy lift market last year,

there have been some significant new cranes @) pe N d ay 49
3 launched in the 500 to 750

tonne market sector. We
review these as well as
looking at a wide and varied
range of applications.
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how it affects rental companies.

Alimak Hek launched several new products at
its recent customer/dealer day held at its facility
in Neuilly-en-Thelle, just north of Paris, France.
Mark Darwin attended to find out more.

Given their infamously poor rental returns, few
S - access rental companies have
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By the time a man realises that his father was right,

he has a son who thinks he’s wrong.

Charles Wadsworth
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IPAE

The world authority
in powered access

POWERED ACCESS LICENCE
Tl WATERSTONE
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IPAF

IPAF Approved Training Centres train more
than 100,000 operators every year in the safe

and effective use of powered access platforms.

The IPAF PAL Card is recognised worldwide
across industries as proof that your operators
have been trained to the highest safety
standards and meet all legal requirements.

If you use one of these,

Find an IPAF approved
training centre at
www.ipaf.org

The IPAF operator
traini
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Different but not necessarily better

It is human nature to want the best. Ask anyone to choose between
two similar items and 99 times out of 100 they will chose the better
quality, better design or the one with the better brand awareness -

all other things being equal of course. It is a simple fact of life.

Contractors are no different. Whether it is materials, equipment
or people, they will always specify the best product for the money, whether to improve their

end-product reduce build time or improve safety.

So when something comes along that might reduce the chance of an accident, it is not

surprising that it is specified - as long as no extra cost is involved of course. Take secondary guarding
for example, after driving its development main contractors increasingly demand that all boom lifts on
site are fitted with it. One wonders if the same will happen with secondary guarding for scissor lifts,
following the launch of a system by Kimberly Rentals in the UK? If contractors are aware that a safety

system is available, they will tend to specify the ‘safer’ platform.

However, trying to get the same contractors to pay a higher rate for the extra safety features or for
that matter a more safety conscious rental company, is another matter. Cutting costs often seems

more important than safety as long as the relevant paperwork is provided.

At the CPA Crane Interest Group meeting last month, one of the most debated topics was the
proposed new European Crane Operators Licence, which will be introduced by January 2018. The
licence aims to harmonise standards, so that every crane operator in Europe will eventually have the
same transportable and recognised qualification. Initial discussions between countries indicate that
the Dutch crane operator’s licence is the toughest to obtain, closely followed by Germany and the UK,

so it is anticipated that the European licence will fall somewhere between the three.

With the new licence likely to set a higher standard than most current national licences, concerns
were expressed that main contractors would simply demand that only crane operators holding the
European licence be allowed to work on their sites. After all why wouldn't a contractor ask for

what he sees as an extra qualification, especially if it costs him nothing extra?

We all want well qualified crane operators and it will be useful for operators and owners alike to
have a qualification that is internationally mobile. But if current UK and German licences are more
than adequate, then it needs to be stipulated early on in the process that both licenses are equally
acceptable, or perhaps interchangeable? Otherwise crane operators and/or rental companies
throughout Europe will have to spend time and money to obtain a European licence, even though

it is unlikely to make much difference to an experienced operator.

Let’s hope that common sense prevails.

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email, fax or phone stating
if we may publish them or not: editor@vertikal.net

Vertikal
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