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IN THE NEXT ISSUE Scheduled for publication in late November/early December,

the next issue of Cranes & Access will include features on Truck mounted lifts, Qutrigger mats
and pads, Pick & Carry/Industrial cranes and an extensive Bauma show review. If you have any
contributions or suggestions to make or are interested in advertising in this issue, please contact

our editorial or sales teams.
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Walking around the Bauma show last week,

| could not help but notice that almost every
equipment manufacturer across all sectors -
cranes, mining, access, quarries and general
construction - were focused on the introduction of
electric powered machines.

This is, of course, in response to the need to
reduce dependence on fossil fuels to stem the
rise in global temperatures and resultant climate
change which is now having a material impact on
all of our lives.

At the upcoming Cop27 Climate Change
Conference in Egypt, 190 countries will try

to agree further measures to accelerate the
move towards carbon neutrality. The USA and
China contribute the most greenhouse gas
emissions, so it is good to see that most of their
new products are powered by zero emission
electricity.

This all sounds like we are heading in the right
direction. However, the problem with the rapidly
growing demand for electricity - exacerbated by
power hungry machines such as telehandlers,
large booms and scissor lifts, vans, trucks and
cars - is that the power supply infrastructure
will struggle to cope... unless something radical
happens.

In this issue of C&A we look at two sides of
this story: a rental company which is having
to overcome substantial cost and time issues
upgrading its facilities to cope with charging
growing numbers of electric machines, and

a design/manufacturing company that has
developed new technology that substantially
reduces the peak power demand of large

OMMENT

ARE WE IN FOR A SHOCK?

both the problems and one of many new solutions
that are emerging.

Going ‘green’ is not a cheap or a quick fix.

But unless something changes soon it seems
unavoidable that we will face issues with an
inadequate electrical supply. Unless there is a
rapid major overhaul in most country’s supply
systems, there will not be enough power to
charge these new, amazing, zero emission
machines as national generating and network
capacities are maxed out.

For it all to make sense the electricity must be
generated sustainably from renewable sources, or
the benefits of electrification will be lost.

Hydrogen may prove to be a long term answer,
or another solution may well appear. But unless
we invest in more wind, wave and solar solutions
and the infrastructure to distribute it now - all of
which will benefit the lifting equipment sector -
the electric revolution will fail to achieve its main
purpose.

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email,
fax or phone stating if we may publish them or not:
editor@vertikal.net

web: www.vertikal.net Vertikel equipment, allowing a smaller electrical input,
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saving tonnes of CO2. The two articles highlight

Kran & Biihne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a German magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access, but is written for German users and buyers. Details available on request. While every effort is
made to ensure the accuracy of information published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in articles are those of the authors and do
not necessarily reflect those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes & Access is protected under international copyright law and may not be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.





