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Legislation touches the daily lives of us all, with
penalties for non-compliance which can range
from a warning or small fine to incarceration. Car
drivers, for example, must comply with hundreds
of laws and regulations from speed limits and
driving under the influence to having safe tyres,
working lights and insurance...the list goes on
and on.

Some of them - such as the compulsory wearing
of seat belts and motorcycle helmets - have been
proven to reduce injuries and save lives so that
any inconvenience in wearing them is clearly
beneficial.

In the 1960s and 70s several car manufacturers,
mostly in North America, began installing
mechanical systems which automatically moved
the seat belt into place once you sat in the car.
Whether it was customers'’ resistance to them

or reliability issues, they were soon dropped. It
seems that it was too much hassle trying to make
a simple process simpler.

All cars now detect if the driver or any passenger
is not belted in, with a warning light and very
annoying beep which cannot be turned off. As

a result of features such as this - along with
education and self-preservation - the wearing

of seat belts now has a very high uptake.
Substantial fines by the police and awareness of
what would happen in a major incident reinforce
the action.

We are now seeing the introduction of lanyard
detection devices in boom lifts. But are they really
necessary? There is obviously a significant cost
to install them across an entire fleet, but it is

OMMENT

CLUNK CLICK EVERY TRIP!

an undisputed fact that wearing a harness with
short lanyard when using a boom lift can prevent
serious injury or death in the event of an incident.

The use of harnesses is only enforced on a
minority of job sites... it is not compulsory in

law, although there can be legal implications for
an employer should a serious incident occur. So,
should all platforms be equipped with a lanyard
detector? Or is it just another level of complication
and expense to try and get us to do the sensible
thing which should surely be second nature for a
trained operator?

It took years of advertising, legislation and fines to
get us to where we are today with car seat belts.
The number of boom lift users is insignificant
compared to the number of drivers on the road,
however training programmes and advertising
from organisations such as IPAF promote the
need to clip on every time we get into a boom

lift. New regulatory standards also highlight it, all
of which is focusing the minds or employers and
operators.

But as is the way with all rules, some people
need more of an incentive to comply than others.

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email,
fax or phone stating if we may publish them or not:
editor@vertikal.net
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made to ensure the accuracy of information published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in articles are those of the authors and do
not necessarily reflect those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes & Access is protected under international copyright law and may not be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.





