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Police forces across the developed world are
going through a ‘sticky patch’ at the moment,

as they struggle to balance the ‘management of
demonstrations” with free speech, while trying

to deal with serious crime and growing levels

of fraud, leaving crimes such as burglaries

and robberies unsolved and often not even
investigated. On top of this some face serious
allegations of criminal misconduct and corruption.

The Police do, however, seem to have the
resources to catch motorists exceeding the speed
limit or infringing other driving rules. Perhaps

the revenue generated is behind this priority?
Whatever your opinion of the Police where you do
business, we believe that they should know the
law and how to apply it. However, feedback from
readers in several countries over the past few

months, suggests that this is not always the case.

Companies in markets across Europe are saying
how hard it to move cranes freely on the roads
as they go about their business. Companies in
the UK are the latest to shout ‘enough!” with
many facing extreme difficulties with embargoes
preventing travelling to and from site during the
critical hours at the start and end of the working
day, exasperated by arbitrary enforcement,
compounded by a lack of knowledge and
disinterest in learning more about the equipment
involved. They often fail to differentiate between
a 90 tonne All Terrain crane and a 4.5 metre
wide, 250 tonne abnormal load. The UK National
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POLICE STATE

Highways state that ‘abnormal load’ refers to any
vehicle weighing more than 44 tonnes, or with an
axle load of more than 10 tonnes (11.5 tonnes for
a single driving axle) or overall width of over 2.9
metres.

In the English Midlands the situation has reached
the point where crane companies have sent letters
to Government ministers, Members of Parliament
and Police commissioners. Such efforts can take
months if not years to make any impact - if at all.
Perhaps the issue needs a television drama?

Some areas have adopted a dispensation for mobile
cranes in so far as the embargo and notifications
apply only to cranes with five or more axles - so
around 100 tonnes and above. Most modern cranes
can also be configured with axle loads below 10
tonnes, although the UK permits up to 16.5 tonnes
per axle.

What is needed is agreement of simple guidelines,
such as removing cranes with an overall width

of 2.5 metres or less from the abnormal load
classification and for all police forces to enforce it
consistently.

Crane rental companies already have to deal with
enough paperwork and restrictions (movement,
emissions, noise, road closures etc) just to carry out
routine lift. And that is before they reach site!
Assuming such letters and petitions fall on deaf
ears, perhaps it is time for crane rental companies
to take a leaf out of the farmers protest play book?

Mark Darwin

Comment and feedback is most welcome via post, email,
fax or phone stating if we may publish them or not:
editor@vertikal.net

Kran & Biihne: The Vertikal Press also publishes a German magazine which deals with the same issues as Cranes & Access, but is written for German users and buyers. Details available on request. While every effort is
made to ensure the accuracy of information published in Cranes & Access, the Editor and Publisher can accept no responsibility for inaccuracies or omissions. Views expressed in articles are those of the authors and do
not necessarily reflect those of the Editor or Publisher. Material published in Cranes & Access is protected under international copyright law and may not be reproduced without prior permission from the publishers.





