
Welcome to my first edition of Cranes and
Access. Since taking over as Editor in
October I have been fortunate to meet many
people in the business. This is an opportu-
nity to speak to the rest of the magazine’s
readers and, most importantly, a perfect
time for you to give some feedback. What do

you like or dislike about the magazine? Are we missing any
features that you would like to see? 

One of the issues that really concerns me is safety. Since
October, several construction workers have been killed. I would
like to see this magazine publish information to help prevent the
situations to blame for these accidents – how do you think this
can be accomplished? Perhaps the magazine should call for 
better training and more regulation, or have a ‘resident’ health
and safety expert to address queries raised by readers.

I hope that next year will see significant and positive 
developments in Cranes and Access, but to turn out a really
good magazine, readers’ comments are vital. After all, it is
written for you. Don’t just sit back and wish we would
address your concerns – write in! I would like to feature 
readers’ letters in every issue.

Part of the mission of the December edition is to give a
snapshot view of what has happened to the lifting industry in
the past 12 months and what we can expect for next year. This
issue should provide you with some valuable information to
take into 2002, whether you are concerned with buying used
equipment, what’s happening in tower cranes, or news and
mergers among the major cranes and access manufacturers. 

It has been a turbulent couple of months, in this country
and every other. Between September 11 and today, we have
seen the outbreak of a conflict that touches every aspect of
our lives. The mood, particularly of the US citizens who have
unwittingly become targets of a Jehad (ask the average west-
erner what that word meant on September 10) has become
something of a simmering, barely controlled hysteria.

We need to remember that during these troubles, the 
construction industry, as much as any other, is essential. It is
important that we fight to keep trading and manufacturing;
that we improve our infrastructure and keep people in work.
It’s time for your business to sit up and take notice of every
single opportunity – particularly in the government programs
to improve UK hospitals and schools – if you plan to ride out
this storm.

Let us hope that, even in the face of the conflict that 
sees us into 2002, Britain and the rest of the world has the
fortitude and courage to continue building for the future.
Cranes and Access wishes you a peaceful Christmas and a very
successful New Year.

Rosie Gordon
Editor
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